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5 INTRODUCTION 
This section contains local objectives and controls for development in North Wallarah in the Northern 
Sector and aims to ensure the vision and principles of the North Wallarah Peninsula Masterplan and 
Conservation Land Use Management Plan (CLUMP) are achieved. This section applies to the 
Northern Sector as outlined in Figure 33.  

 
 

Figure 33 -  Northern Sector and Sub-Precinct Map 
 

5.1 DESIRED FUTURE CHARACTER 
The desired future character for this area is outlined in section 1.6 – Northern Sector – Precinct 
Character. 

5.2 NORTHERN SECTOR    
Objectives 
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a. To design the Northern Sector as a compact pedestrian-oriented hilltop village. 

Controls 

1. A development control plan incorporating design guidelines for built form must be prepared 
for the Northern Precinct of the Northern Sector at subdivision stage. These built form 
controls will be incorporated into this Area Plan and will be consistent with the North 
Wallarah Masterplan – Built Form Management Plan. 

5.3 CENTRAL PRECINCT – NORTHERN SECTOR 
This part applies to all residential accommodation including but not limited to attached dwellings, dual 
occupancies, dwelling houses (including dwellings on small and narrow lots), multi-dwelling housing and 
semi-detached dwellings (with the exception of residential flat buildings, seniors housing and secondary 
dwellings which must comply only with Section 5.3.4.1 Materials and Colours of this part), located in the 
Central Precinct as outlined in Figure 33.    

This part also applies to development of the village hub and any re-subdivision occurring to residential 
allotments after estate-based subdivisions are registered.  

The Central Precinct is divided into the main subdivision area, and a number of edges with unique 
features as outlined in Figure 34.  

 

Figure 34 Central Precinct Edges Map  
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5.3.1 HEIGHT OF BUILDINGS  
This part applies to all buildings located in the Central Precinct in those areas shown with specific 
height of building controls as outlined in Figure 35, and applies until such time as development 
standards in LMLEP 2014 are updated for consistency. 

 
Objectives 

a. To ensure the height of buildings are appropriate to their location, as guided by contextual 
visual and scenic quality analysis undertaken as part of the estate subdivision assessment. 

Controls  

1. The height of a building on any land is not to exceed the maximum height shown for the 
land in Figure 35. 

2. Development consent may be granted that exceeds the maximum height shown for the 
land if a written request is provided that justifies the building height, taking into 
consideration broader visual and scenic quality and demonstrating that it is unreasonable 
and unnecessary in the specific circumstances and there are sufficient environmental 
planning grounds to justify exceeding the maximum height.  

Note: Height of building means the vertical distance from ground level (existing) to the highest 
point of the building, including plant and lift overruns, but excluding communication devices, 
antennae, satellite dishes, masts, flagpoles, chimneys, flues and the like.  

Note: Where no height is shown in Figure 35, refer to LMLEP 2014. 

 

Figure 35 Height of Buildings Map 
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5.3.2 VILLAGE HUB   
This part applies to the village hub lot as outlined in Figure 34.  

Objectives 
a. To ensure the development of the village hub contributes to the character, amenity and 

activity of the precinct to serve the needs of the local community and/or visitors to the 
locality. 

Controls 

1. Development is to have regard to relevant objectives and controls as set out in Part 4 – 
Development in Business zones for B1 Neighbourhood Centres of DCP2014.   

2. Development must: 

a. ensure the ground floor of the building facing the primary street has an active street 
frontage and is used for commercial purposes that serve the needs of the local 
community and/or visitors to the area,  

b. contribute to streetscape character,  

c. provide an interface that preserves the amenity and function of the adjoining public 
open space and contributes to the activation of the open space, 

d. offer passive surveillance to streets and the adjoining public open space,  

e. provide weather protection through the use of awnings.  

3. Development must additionally comply with Section 5.3.4.1 Materials and Colours of this 
part. 

5.3.3 CENTRAL PRECINCT EDGES – DESIGN CONTROLS 
This section applies to the Central Precinct Western Edge, Central Precinct Northern Edge and 
Central Precinct Southern Edge as outlined in Figure 34.  

Objectives 
a. To ensure impacts of development are minimised. 

b. To ensure the building design and location responds to topography, landscape and 
environmental attributes of the individual lot. 

c. To maintain and enhance the natural bushland or tree character of the edges.  

Controls  

1. Part 3 Lake Sector Murrays Beach applies to this section in its entirety, with the exception 
of: 

a.  Roof Form which is to be as per Section 5.3.4.3 Roof Form  

b.  Appendix B (Murrays Beach plant species list) which is replaced with Appendix G 
(Central Precinct plant species list).  

 

2. In addition, notwithstanding Appendix A of Part 3, lighter shades of white or near white roofs or 
the main body of the building (community) palette are not acceptable. 
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5.3.4 MAIN SUBDIVISION AREA – DESIGN CONTROLS 
This section applies to all main subdivision area excluding the mapped edges referred to in Section 
5.3.3 and as outlined in Figure 34.  This part prevails over Part 3 and Part 9 of DCP 2014. 
 

5.3.4.1  BUILT FORM 
 
Objectives 

a. To create a hilltop village sited within the landscape disturbed by past mining activities. 
 
b. To promote an affordable, modern architectural style which provides a varied and 

interesting streetscape. 
 
c. To encourage building materials that establishes a woodland character. 
 
d. To promote the colours of the natural landscape through selection of the external colour 

palette. 
 
 
Controls 

1. The front setback must be minimum of 5 metres from the front boundary. 
 
2. The secondary street setback for corner allotments must be a minimum of 2 metres, other 

than where allotment includes a dual occupancy, which must be minimum 5 metres. 
 

3. The front façade is to contain the primary entrance and must face the primary street and 
be integrated into the design of the dwelling. 

 
4. A covered entry must project forward of the building line at least 1.5m deep and minimum 

25% width of the dwelling. This may encroach into the front setback area. For two storey 
dwellings, the roof of the entry feature must be at single storey height (no two storey 
porticos are permitted). 

 
5. Side setbacks must be minimum of: 

- 900mm for building height up to 4.5 metres in height;  
- 1.5 metres for building height over 4.5 metres but less than 3 storeys; 
- 3 metres for building height of 3 storeys or more. 

 
6. Rear setbacks must be a minimum of: 

- 3 metres for buildings up to 4.5 metres in height; 
- 6 metres for buildings over 4.5 metres in height but less than 3 storeys; 
- 9 metres for buildings 3 storeys or more. 

 
Note:  The minimum setback of a point on a building is based on the building height at that 

point. 
 
7. Unbroken walls in excess of: 
 

i. 15 metres in length for single storey dwellings must be avoided. This must be 
achieved by a minimum 450mm step; 

ii. 12 metres in length for corner dwellings (even if single storey) must be avoided. This 
must be achieved by a minimum 450mm step; 

iii. 12 metres in length for two storey or more dwelling must be avoided. This must be 
achieved by a minimum 450mm step. 
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8. Articulation should also consider incorporating door and window openings, balconies, awnings, 

architectural detail or changes in materials to provide visual relief. 
 

9. A range of building materials is encouraged to be used including lightweight cladding, timber 
and masonry. The façades of all dwellings are permitted to contain face brick to a maximum of 
20% of the total façade area. The face brick is to be smooth or matt finish and uniform in colour 
and shape without pattern. No red tone bricks are permitted. A calculation of  façade materials 
is to be included on the plans to demonstrate that face brick on each façade is less than 20% of 
the total façade area.  
 

10. External Colours must complement the landscape in accordance with the colour palette guide 
included as Appendix F. Bright/contracting or highlight colours are only permitted to a maximum 
of 10% of the area of any façade. 
 

11. Highly polished or reflective finishes must not be used. 
 

5.3.4.2  SITE COVERAGE AND DENSITY 
 
Objectives 

a. To ensure density of development is in keeping with the surrounding character. 
 
b. To provide sufficient area around a dwelling for access ways, private open space and 

landscape planting. 
 

c. To ensure Dual Occupancy developments are located on sites with sufficient size to be 
compatible with surrounding character. 

 
Controls 

1. The maximum site coverage including ancillary development, must not exceed 50%, other 
than for single storey Dual Occupancy development (total of both dwellings) which must 
not exceed 55%. 

 
Note: Site Coverage means the proportion of the site area covered by buildings. However, the 
following are not for the purposes of calculating site coverage: 
• any basement 
• any part of an awning that is outside the outer walls of a building and that adjoins the 

street frontage or other site boundary 
• any eaves 
• any unenclosed (not located under the main roof of the building) balconies, decks, 

pergolas and the like. 
 

2. Dual Occupancy developments, apart from those on corner lots require a minimum site 
area of 620 m2.  
 

 
 

5.3.4.3  ROOF FORMS 
 
Objectives 

a. To promote roof forms that blend with the surrounding area and that integrate with the building 
design. 
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Controls 

1. The roof form shall not be the dominant element of a dwelling.  
 
2. For single storey dwellings or where the second floor is fully contained within the roof 

space the roof must not exceed 5m in height, with roof of all other dwellings not to exceed 
3m in height. 

 

3. Air conditioning units, lift motor rooms and other plant must be fully integrated within the 
building volume, either within the roof volume or within an architectural roof feature. 

 

4. Other roof elements, such as photovoltaic panels, communication devices, antennae, 
satellite dishes, chimneys and flues should be designed to minimise  impacts on views 
from neighbouring properties or from the public domain. 

 
5. All roof should be from the following materials: 

 

i. Of corrugated metal profile and from the Colorbond (or similar) colour range 
as noted in the Roof Palette included as Appendix F – Trimdek or similar roof 
sheeting profile shall not be used for hip-valley type roofs.  All roof elements 
must compliment the house design.  

ii. Flat or low profile roof tiles are not preferred however should tiles be a design 
consideration they should be complete with a matt finish of black or dark grey 
colour being interlocking profile complete with purpose-made ridge cappings 
of the same (approved) colour. 

 

6. All roof eaves are to be a minimum 450mm wide when measured from the wall line to the inside 
of the gutter profile  to all elevations.  All gutter profiles must conform to the relevant Australian 
Standard for low or high fronted gutter elements. 
 

7. Flat roofs are permitted. Parapet roofs are permitted as features only (not permitted for the 
entire roof form). Both forms are to: 

i. exclude corbel elements to any elevation or roof profile. 
ii. where Trimdek or similar roof sheeting is utilised no element of the roof 

sheeting should be visible when viewed from ground level. 
 

5.3.4.4  SOLAR ACCESS AND ORIENTATION 
Refer to Objectives and Controls within Part 3 – Development within Residential Zones of Lake 
Macquarie DCP 2014 for Solar Access and Orientation. 
 

5.3.4.5  CUT AND FILL 
Refer to Objectives and Controls within Part 3 – Development within Residential Zones of Lake 
Macquarie DCP 2014 for Cut and Fill. 

5.3.4.6  LANDSCAPED AREA 
 
Objectives 

a. To provide areas of landscape planting that improve visual amenity, privacy, outlook, views 
and recreational opportunities for residents and occupants within a development. 
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b. To enable landscape planting in front setback areas that enhances the streetscape. 
 

c. To enable landscape planting in rear setback areas that enhances residential amenity. 
 

d. To promote on-site stormwater infiltration be encouraging pervious surfaces and 
landscaped areas. 

 

Controls 
1. For lots less than 600m2, including dual occupancies and smaller lots, the minimum landscaped 

area must be 20% of the total lot area. 
 

2. For lots between 600m2 and 900m2, the landscaped area must be at least 25% of the total lot 
area. 
 

3. For lots greater than 900m2, the landscaped area must be at least 35% of the total lot area. 
 

4. For lots greater than 1500m2 the landscaped area must be at least 45% of the total lot area. 
 

5. At least one landscaped area capable of supporting a mature tree must be located adjacent to 
the rear boundary. 

 
Note: A minimum width of 2 metres is required for an area to be included in the landscaped area, other 
than a minimum width of 1.5 metres for lots less than 450m2. The landscaped area may be within the 
front, side or rear setbacks. 
 

5.3.4.7  PRINCIPAL PRIVATE OPEN SPACE 
 
Objectives  

a. To ensure that dwellings are provided with functional, well located areas of private open 
space. 

 
b. To ensure that private open space is integrated with, and is directly accessible from the 

living area of a dwelling. 
 
c. To ensure that private open space receives sufficient solar access and privacy. 
 

d. To minimise adverse impacts on the private outdoor space of adjoining dwellings. 
 
Controls 

 
1. Residential developments must include private open space for each dwelling that: 

i. has a minimum area of 24m2,  
ii. has a minimum dimension of four metres, and 
iii. has a grade less than 1:50. 

 
2. Private open space must be accessible from, and adjacent to a habitable room other than a 

bedroom. 
 

3. Principal open space areas forward of the front setback are not permitted.  
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5.3.4.8  GARAGE AND CAR PARKING 
 
Objectives 

a. Garages and carports must not dominate the streetscape. 
 

Controls 
1. Garages and carports must be setback a minimum of 1m from the front building line. The 

covered entry is not considered to be the front building line. 
 

2. Garages and Carports must be integrated into the design of the building and be an appropriate 
size and scale. Where garages and carports address the street, the opening must not exceed 
6m or 50% of the building width, whichever is the lesser. 
 

3. Garage doors are to be plain panels without patterns or windows. 
 

4. Triple Garages are not permitted. 
 

5. The number of car parking spaces provided must include: 
I. For attached dwellings, dwelling house, dual occupancies semi-detached dwellings, 

minimum of one undercover space and one space as single file parking; 
II. For multi-dwelling housing and all other forms of residential accommodation, minimum of 

0.75 spaces (1brm), 1.0 spaces (2brm) and 1.5 spaces (3brm), plus 1 visitor parking 
space for first 5 dwellings, and 0.5 visitor parking spaces for each dwelling after the 
first 5. 

 

5.3.4.9  DRIVEWAYS 
 
Objectives 

a. Driveways are to be integrated into the building design. 
 

Controls 
1. Only one exit/entry point is permitted with a maximum width of 4m at front property 

boundary and offset 1m from side boundary. 
 
2. Maximum grade 20%. Steeper grades will be considered on their merits. 
 

3. Materials permitted include plain or coloured concrete (no stencil) and pavers. 
 

5.3.4.10 ANCILLARY STRUCTURES AND FENCING 
  
Objectives 

a. To maintain and enhance the streetscape. 
 

Controls 
1. Ancillary structures including outdoor clothes drying areas, garbage bins, rainwater tanks, 

air conditioning units and hot water tanks must be located at the side or rear of the 
property and screened from public view. 

 
2. Where out building is required for additional storage, one building is permitted no greater 

than 9sqm at the rear of the property. Colour and materials to match main dwelling. 
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3. Front fences forward of the building line are not permitted. Side returns should be located 
at least 1m behind the building line.  
 

4. Retaining walls, if required must be integrated into the design of the fence. 
 

5. Side and rear fencing must not exceed 1.8 metres above existing ground level where no 
retaining wall has been constructed on that boundary at subdivision stage and be 
constructed using colourbond© -woodland grey. 
 

6. Side and rear fencing must not exceed 1.5 metres where on a boundary where a retaining 
wall has been constructed on that boundary at subdivision stage, and be constructed using 
colourbond© -woodland grey. 
 

7. Rainwater tanks should be installed to a minimum 4000L capacity (or greater if required by 
BASIX) to enable the storage and reuse of roof water.  
 

5.3.4.11 LANDSCAPING  
 
Objectives 

a. To reinstate the bushland setting and restore the native environment after past mining 
activities onsite. 

 
b. To promote high quality private open space for all residents. 
 
c. To conserve and contribute to the natural assets by planting endemic species. 
 
d. To reduce water consumption by using endemic species. 

 
Controls 

1. Landscaping drawings must be submitted with the development application. 
 
2. At least 50% of the available area forward of the building line must contain native species 

from the list contained within Appendix G. It must contain a mixture of grasses, shrubs and 
trees. The remainder may be grass of buffalo species only.  

 
3. At least two trees from the list contained within Appendix G must be planted (min 75ltr) one 

in the front of the dwelling and one at the rear. 
 
4. Landscaping works must be completed prior to occupation certificate. 

 

5.3.4.12 ROAD TRAFFIC NOISE  
 
Objectives 

a. To mitigate adverse impacts of road traffic noise 
 
Controls 

1. For Pacific Highway road traffic noise affected lots identified at subdivision stage, applications 
on those lots must demonstrate that required noise reduction and construction category to 
achieve relevant internal noise goals have been incorporated, with cross reference to the SLR 
Road Traffic Noise Assessment 2019. 
 



 Part 12 – Area Plans – North Wallarah Peninsula 
 

LMCC DCP 2014 – Revision 27 
Page 109 – F2020/01024 
Adopted by Council 9 August 2021 

5.3.4.13 CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT 
 
Refer to Objectives and Controls within Part 3 – Development within Residential Zones for 
Construction Management. 

 

5.3.5 SUBDIVISION  
 
This part applies to re-subdivision of any residential allotment of the main subdivision area as outlined 
in Figure 34, after it has been registered.  
 
 
Objectives 

a. To ensure density of development is in keeping with the surrounding character established 
through precinct subdivision. 

 
Controls  

1. Further subdivision of a residential lot created by precinct wide subdivision is not permitted 
unless it complies with: 

 
i. A standard lot, the minimum area of the resulting lot(s) is 450m2 and the minimum 

width is 14 metres; 
ii. A corner lot, the minimum area of the resulting lot(s) is 500m2 and the minimum width 

is 18 metres 
iii. A battleaxe lot, the minimum area of the resulting lot(s) is 600m2 and the minimum 

width is 18 metres. Additionally:  
a. A battle-axe lot must have a minimum rectangular building area of 250m2 with a 

minimum width of 12 metres; and 
b. The minimum width of the battle-axe handle is four metres when servicing one lot, 

and five metres when servicing two lots.  The maximum number of battle-axe lots 
sharing a single access handle is two;  

i. An irregular lot, the minimum area of the resulting lot(s) is 450m2.  
Irregular shaped lots must have a minimum rectangular building 
area of 250m2 with a minimum width of 12 metres. 

 
2. Further subdivision of a residential lot created by precinct wide subdivision is not permitted 

in conjunction with built form unless it complies with: 
 

i. Dual occupancy: the minimum area of the resulting lot(s) is 310m2, apart from 
corner lot dual occupancy development and demonstrates consistency with 5.3 of 
this Part. 

ii. The subdivision of land into 3 or more lots that each have frontage to a road for 
small lots, each lot must be a minimum of 300m2 and no more than 450m2 and 
include a building envelope plan that demonstrates consistency with 5.3 of this 
Part.  
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APPENDIX F – COLOUR PALETTE –MAIN SUBDIVISION AREA – CENTRAL PRECINCT 
NORTHERN SECTOR 
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APPENDIX G – PLANT SPECIES LIST - MAIN SUBDIVISION AREA – CENTRAL PRECINCT, 
NORTHERN SECTOR 
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